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History of Autism Disorder
	Event/Theory
	Impact on the Field
	Theory of ASD

	Pioneer views of ASD
before the 1900s
	During the enlightenment age, it was necessary to raise awareness among people about those perceived as disabled. For this reason, a diagnosis of ASD was made. 

It was very helpful in changing the social patterns about the incapacitated to realize theories and techniques of understanding disability (Cherry, 2019). 

Nevertheless, there was confusion of the ASD with various psychological conditions. 

People, therefore, understood ASD as a condition that renders people detached from social interactions with others.
	Theory of mind brought up by Baron-Cohen. 

The approach symbolizes the theory of mind because it focuses on discussing the deficiency of communication and social interaction. 

The theory is presently used in expanding the evaluation of mental ability as a result of emancipated behavior that helps understand the state of someone’s mind to understand and predict other people’s social behaviors (Elliman & Bedford, 2017). 

	Clinicians and researchers
associated autism
spectrum disorder with
“refrigerator mothers” and
childhood schizophrenia.
	ASD was initially described as child schizophrenia emanating from cold and dispassionate parenting. This led to disorders associated with a person's development that resulted in the spectrum, a condition characterized by impairment (Rao & Andrade, 2018). 

The perspective became famous because of the condition being understood as a psychiatric condition resulting from it causing an emotional disturbance.

Autism is presently perceived as a condition characterized by impaired communication, lack of interest in others, and abnormal interaction with their environment.
	This case is relating to the executive dysfunction theory that Ozonoff and Pennington brought about. The theory is based on stereotyped and restricted patterns of activities, behavior, and interests with ASD by emphasizing cognitive processes developing between one year and eighteen (Elliman & Bedford, 2017). 

Presently, the theory is critical because it deals with neuropsychological functions and their impact on ASD. 

	The standardization of
diagnostic criteria for ASD,
including a discussion of
Ivar Lovaas’ intensive
behavior therapy results
	People progressively came to understand that autism was part of a spectrum condition. Dr. Lovaas said that it would be possible for autistic children to be at per with others and function normally. 

For this reason, this method had a positive impact of cultivating that, through operant conditioning, Autism would be overcome. 

Autism was therefore understood to be a behavioral disorder and would be dealt with on behavioral terms through modification. People have endorsed the evolution of applied behavior to deal with the impairment. 
	It also signifies the executive dysfunction theory because it is based on the notion that the condition is related to cognitive skills (Elliman & Bedford, 2017). 

Today, people use the theory to comprehend the neuropsychological functions that the condition affects.  

	The study published by
Andrew Wakefield in 1998
suggesting that the
measles-mumps-rubella
(MMR) vaccine causes
autism
	Wakefield Andrew and some other associates noted that the MMR vaccine could incline children to inescapable developmental impairment and behavioral deterioration.

This was an instrumental event because it enhanced awareness of adversative reactions after the vaccine was received. Following the submission, there were reduced rates of MMR vaccination due to growth in the rates of Autism resulting from vaccination.

Autism was therefore perceived as epidemiological because of the linkage of ASD and MMR. 

Consequently, people understood better that ASD was a developmental and behavioral disorder.
	The perception also relates to executive dysfunction theory because of the relationship with how to respond and regulate oneself (Elliman & Bedford, 2017). 

Today, through the theory, there has been an advancement of the way ASD is understood based on patterns of behavior, activities, and interests. 

	Revision of the DSM-5
	The DSM-5 is a collection of different aspects, and it defines impairments related to verbal and non-verbal forms of communication and irregular reactions to everyday social interactions (Sikora, 2019). 

This served as the latest attempt to standardize the criteria for diagnosing, and it defines the criteria for ASD. 
In conjunction with this, autism was regarded as a neurodevelopmental impairment. 
The criteria have gone a long way to enhance a deep understanding of Autism through a combination of developmental and neurological aspects to enhance the collective knowledge of this condition. 

If there were initial understanding that ASD is a spectrum of a condition, DSM-5 would serve as the applicable criteria for diagnosis. 
	The theory to be used in this case is executive dysfunctional because it is based on neuropsychological functions. 

This knowledge helps in understanding the stereotyped and restricted activities, interests, and behavior patterns (Zeldovich, 2019). 
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